Protective role of medroxyprogesterone acetate on N-methyl-N-nitrosourea-induced lymphomas in BALB/c female mice.
In a previous paper we reported the occurrence of a high incidence of lymphomas in N-methyl-N-nitrosourea (MNU)-treated mice, in the course of an experiment of combined chemical-hormonal carcinogenesis in mammary gland, in which we used medroxyprogesterone acetate (MPA) and MNU in different treatment protocols. In this report we have analyzed the action of MPA in the leukemogenic effects of MNU, by specifically selecting for the analysis experimental groups in which only few mammary carcinomas had developed. A high incidence of lymphomas (65%, median latency: 176 days) was registered in MNU-treated mice, and the administration of MPA was associated with a significant reduction in the incidence of lymphomas (P<0.001) in all protocols.